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The Aphrodite is unlike every other stop on the Pelorus Voyages itinerary. It
is a floating resort station in the upper atmosphere of Venus — the only
destination in the solar system that combines Earth-like gravity, direct
sunlight, a swimming pool, and a view directly into the most hostile
planetary surface in the solar system. This guide covers the station itself, the
pool and sun deck, the Glass Floor Tour, the Gondola Descent, and the Science
Centre.
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1. The Aphrodite — Overview and Environment

The Aphrodite is positioned at 52 kilometres altitude in the Venusian upper cloud deck. At this altitude,
the temperature outside the station is approximately 75 degrees Celsius, the pressure is similar to Earth at
surface, and the surrounding atmosphere is composed of carbon dioxide with sulphuric acid cloud
droplets. The station is sealed and pressurised; passengers experience none of this directly. Inside, the
atmosphere is Earth-normal. The surface gravity of Venus is 0.9g; at cloud deck altitude, the effective
gravity on the station is 0.88g — the closest to Earth of any destination on any Pelorus Voyages itinerary.

The gravity transition is the first thing most passengers notice. After days in the 0.15g transit
environment and on Mars at 0.38g, 0.88g feels unexpectedly heavy. Arms feel heavier, movement takes
more effort, and some passengers experience mild fatigue in the first 24 hours. This is normal and does
not require medical attention unless accompanied by cardiac symptoms. Pelorus Voyages provides a
wellness orientation on arrival with stretching guidance, hydration recommendations, and a pacing
suggestion for the first day. The 24 hours after Venus arrival is not the time to push physical activity.

The station's motion — The Aphrodite does not anchor to a fixed position. It drifts with the Venusian
superrotating winds, which travel at approximately 300 kilometres per hour at cloud deck altitude and
complete a full circuit of the planet every four Earth days. Over a standard three-night stay, the station
moves roughly one-third of the way around Venus. The view from the observation decks changes
continuously — cloud formations below, the angle on the sun above, and the terminator line between
day and night on the planet's surface all shift over the course of the stay.

Two defining views:

Looking up — the sky above the cloud deck is clear. The sun is visibly larger and approximately 1.9 times
brighter than from Earth. Stars are visible at night without obstruction from cloud above. The view
upward from the pool deck at night — stars, the Milky Way from a clear-sky vantage point close to the
Sun — is one of the distinctive experiences of the Venus stay.

Looking down — the upper cloud layer in shades of gold, amber, and deep orange, lit from below by a
dim reddish glow from the 465-degree-Celsius surface 52 kilometres below. Lightning flickers in the
lower cloud layers. The Glass Floor Tour and the Gondola Descent are specifically designed to put
passengers as close to this view as the physics allow.

The Aphrodite is exclusively available to Inner Planets Survey and Grand Solar Tour passengers. Outer
Reaches Tour passengers do not visit Venus.

2. Pool Deck and Sun Deck

The pool deck and sun deck are what make The Aphrodite structurally different from every other Pelorus
Voyages stop. At 0.88g — close enough to Earth gravity that water behaves exactly as expected — the
station operates a full-depth, 25-metre swimming pool, an aqua volleyball court, and paddleboard and
snorkelling equipment, all in a location floating above the Venusian cloud layer.

The pool is 25 metres long and 2 metres deep, maintained at standard tropical resort temperature.
Access rules by cabin class:



Aqua volleyball — the court occupies the shallow end of the pool. Games run on a booking system;
drop-in play is available when no booking is in effect. Equipment is provided. The 0.88g gravity makes
aerial balls slightly slower in descent than on Earth, extending rally duration. Most passengers find this
pleasant rather than disorienting.

The sun deck wraps the exterior of the pool level under a fully transparent glass-and-composite ceiling.
Passengers experience direct sunlight without obstruction — the ceiling is transparent, not a roof —
inside a pressurised, climate-controlled enclosure. Venus receives 1.9 times Earth's solar irradiance, but
the UV management system filters incoming radiation to Earth-normal levels. The result is a warm, sunny
environment with Earth-normal UV exposure. SPF 50+ sunscreen is provided as standard; its use is
strongly recommended even with the UV management active, as the system is calibrated to Earth-normal,
not zero.

The Descent cocktail — the floating bar's signature drink is The Descent, a layered drink in deep red,
amber, and pale gold, built to evoke the colour bands of the Venusian cloud deck below. It is made with
ingredients chosen to complement the layered pour and is deliberately difficult to reproduce on Earth.
The bar also serves a full range of cocktails, wine, beer, and non-alcoholic drinks, with dietary-restriction
alternatives available on request. The bar operates from 0800 to 0100 and is the same for all cabin
classes.

Pool deck closing time — the pool and sun deck close 45 minutes before the vessel's departure window.
Factor this into your final-day schedule.

3. The Glass Floor Tour

The Glass Floor Tour is a 90-minute guided experience along the underside observation corridor of The
Aphrodite. A pressurised walkway runs the full length of the station's lower hull. The floor is made of
4-centimetre borosilicate glass panels, rated to withstand the pressure differential and the mechanical
loads of the drifting station. Below the glass: 52 kilometres of Venusian atmosphere, the upper cloud
layer churning in gold and amber below, and far below that the faint orange glow of the surface.

The guide narrates throughout — cloud chemistry, the lightning patterns visible in the lower deck, what
the surface conditions actually are at 465 degrees Celsius and 90 Earth atmospheres — and stops at four
viewing stations where the glass sections are widest for clearest viewing.

Most passengers stop walking about halfway through. The visual disconnect between standing normally
in a well-lit pressurised corridor and looking directly down into a planetary atmosphere is not something
photographs prepare visitors for. A few passengers lie flat on the glass to eliminate the peripheral frame
of the corridor walls. The guide adjusts the pace to whatever the group needs.

Booking — tours run in groups of up to 12 passengers and advance booking is required through the
Pelorus Voyages portal. In peak season — which includes the preferred departure windows during

Navigator and Pathfinder — open access throughout the stay, no schedule restriction. Towels included.

Pioneer — shared schedule with reserved morning and afternoon blocks. Towel rental available at the
pool desk.



northern-hemisphere summer — the Glass Floor Tour fills three weeks in advance. Book immediately
after voyage confirmation, not after departure.

Last tour timing — the final group must exit the glass floor corridor by 60 minutes before the vessel's
departure window.

Requirements:

Requirement Detail

Minimum age 8 years old — firm, no waiver

Footwear Enclosed toes required; open-toe shoes and sandals are not permitted on the glass panels

Waiver All passengers must sign at check-in, regardless of age; the waiver confirms you have been briefed
on emergency protocols in the event of a panel integrity alert

Parental
consent

Required for passengers under 18

Clothing Nothing special — the corridor is kept at normal station temperature

Included in: Navigator and Pathfinder cabin class fares. Pioneer passengers purchase as an add-on.

The Glass Floor Tour is a different product from the Gondola Descent. They are booked separately; one
does not substitute for the other.

4. The Gondola Descent

The Gondola Descent is The Aphrodite's most exclusive experience and requires the most advance
planning. It involves boarding a pressurised observation pod — the gondola — that detaches from the
station's lower hull and descends approximately 3 kilometres into the Venusian upper cloud layer. The
descent takes about 15 minutes. Passengers spend roughly 45 minutes inside the cloud layer before the
gondola ascends and redocks with the station. Total duration from boarding to exit is approximately 90
minutes.

Inside the cloud layer, the sulphuric acid aerosol creates haze ranging from translucent to near-opaque.
The gondola windows fog and clear in cycles as the pod moves through regions of varying cloud density.
Outside temperature during the descent reaches approximately 75 degrees Celsius, visible as a slight
shimmer on the panel seals. Inside the gondola, the temperature is standard cabin temperature. The
experience is quiet, slightly disorienting, and unlike anything else on any Pelorus Voyages itinerary.

Requirements:

Requirement Detail

Minimum age 16 years old — firm, no parental consent override

Medical
clearance

Standard voyage clearance plus a separate gondola-specific cardiovascular clearance



Gondola
clearance

Assesses cardiovascular response to pressure changes during descent; from same physician as
standard clearance, or a Pelorus-approved flight surgeon

Waiver Required at check-in

Add-on status Separately purchased at all cabin classes — not included in any base fare

Booking urgency — the gondola holds a maximum of 8 passengers per descent. Pathfinder loyalty tier
members (a status earned through Orbital Points, not the Pathfinder cabin class) receive a 48-hour
advance booking window before the standard window opens. Demand consistently exceeds capacity at
popular departure windows. Book as early as your priority window allows. The Gondola Descent must be
booked before departure: like other add-ons, it can be added up to 48 hours before the Earth departure
window and cannot be booked once the voyage is under way.

Critical timing rule — the gondola must begin its return ascent no later than 90 minutes before the
vessel's departure window. The gondola operator enforces this independently of Pelorus Voyages. If the
descent timeline approaches the 90-minute mark, the ascent begins whether or not passengers are ready.
Plan any combination of Glass Floor Tour and Gondola Descent carefully: both are achievable in the same
Venus stay but require advance booking of both with attention to scheduling.

Gondola cardiovascular clearance — specifically assesses the cardiovascular response to pressure
changes during the 3-kilometre descent. Passengers with any history of cardiovascular events should
discuss the gondola specifically with their physician, not just spaceflight generally. The gondola clearance
can be obtained at the same appointment as the standard medical clearance if the appointment is
scheduled with both in mind.

5. Venus Science Centre

The Aphrodite Science Centre occupies Deck 4 of the station and is dedicated to the defining scientific
question of the modern era of Venus exploration: is there life in the clouds of Venus? The centre presents
the evidence without advocacy; Pelorus Voyages takes no position on the question, and the exhibits were
designed in consultation with active researchers on both sides of the debate. The centre is open to all
cabin classes at no additional charge and takes approximately one to two hours to walk through at a
comfortable pace.

The phosphine detection is the centrepiece exhibit. In 2020, a team of astronomers reported detection
of phosphine — a gas associated with biological processes on Earth — in the Venusian atmosphere at
concentrations that could not easily be explained by known abiotic chemistry. The detection was
significant because the cloud deck altitude where phosphine was detected (50 to 60 kilometres,
overlapping with The Aphrodite's position) is, in terms of temperature and pressure, among the most
Earth-like environments in the solar system outside Earth itself. Subsequent analyses have been mixed —
some confirming a spectral feature consistent with phosphine at lower concentrations, others finding the
original signal difficult to reproduce. The debate is ongoing in the published literature.

The atmospheric life hypothesis — the second major exhibit traces what would need to be true for life
to exist in the Venusian atmosphere. The cloud droplets are sulphuric acid, which is hostile to life as
understood on Earth. The hypothesis involves hypothetical microorganisms suspended in the atmosphere



that have adapted to manage the acid environment — not living in the clouds but using them as habitat.
The exhibit explains why this is less implausible than it sounds and what biochemical preconditions such
adaptation would require. It also clearly explains what the hypothesis cannot account for, and why the
mainstream scientific position remains sceptical.

The working research station — a collaboration between the Pelorus Voyages Science Programme and
two university partners operates on Deck 4. Cloud-deck aerosol samples are periodically analysed here.
Visitors can observe the analysis process through a glass partition and speak with researchers during
scheduled public hours. The research station produces ongoing data incorporated into the centre's
exhibits in near-real-time — it is one of the few functioning research operations accessible to civilian
visitors anywhere in the solar system.

6. Planning Your Three-Night Stay

Arrival day (Day 1 of the stay) — plan for rest, the wellness orientation, and acclimatisation to 0.88g.
Most passengers experience mild fatigue on arrival day after the Mars-to-Venus transit. The pool and sun
deck are ideal for the arrival afternoon; they are relaxing activities that do not demand peak physical
condition. The Science Centre is also well-suited for a lower-energy arrival day.

Main excursion day (Day 2 of the stay) — the Glass Floor Tour and Gondola Descent should both be
booked well before departure. If combining both, book them on different days or at least with 2 to 3
hours between them to allow the gondola recovery and docking time. Both should be scheduled to
complete with comfortable margins before the muster deadline.

Final day (Day 3 of the stay, departure day) — the vessel departs from Venus on the third day of the
stay. The pool and sun deck close 45 minutes before departure; the gondola must begin its return ascent
by 90 minutes before departure; the final Glass Floor Tour group must exit by 60 minutes before
departure. Muster is at Docking Pier 1, Resort Deck 2, 30 minutes before departure — the shortest muster
window in the itinerary. Do not leave the pool deck for the muster at the last possible moment; travel
time within the station counts.

Glass Floor Tour booking reminder — books up three weeks in advance during peak season. Do not
wait until you are aboard the vessel to attempt booking. Use the Pelorus Voyages account portal
immediately after voyage confirmation.

Pelorus Voyages Passenger Services. Questions about this guide can be raised through the account portal.
Guides are reviewed each year; the version published in the account portal is the current one.


